Melanocortin receptors: perspectives for novel drugs.
The cloning of five different subtypes of melanocortin receptor subtypes have recently opened up new possibilities for the development of drugs. The physiological roles of the five melanocortin receptors have started to become understood, and compounds with selective actions on some of the five subtypes have become available. Presently, most clinically promising application for drugs active on melanocortin receptors are for control of feeding homeostasis and body weight and for treatment of inflammatory diseases. I review here the cloning, localisation, function and structure of the melanocortin receptors, in relation to the possibilities to develop selective drugs for these receptors.